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Earth Day (& year round) 
“Green” Tourism Tips for the San Juan Islands
Earth Day is officially in April each year, but the earth deserves some attention every day. We’ve collected the following tips for our Islands tourism industry.  Please feel free to e-mail us tips to add to the list!  (The websites below are just a sampling of those available.)
People for Puget Sound provides tourism resource materials at this link: http://www.pugetsound.org/publications/reports/STbmp. Here you’ll find special reports on “best management practices” for Lodging & Food Arts and Marine Tourism (kayaking, whale watching, diving, fishing, marinas, cruises, etc.).
Calyx ~ Sustainable Tourism & Hotel Consultants also posts detailed resource papers specific to tourism on their website at this link:

http://www.calyxsite.com/resources.html.

Accommodations Tips:

1) Add a recycling can next to each trash can in each of your rooms, or in a central location.  Find a list of what can be recycled in San Juan County at http://www.co.san-juan.wa.us/publicworks/solid-waste/solid-waste.html and click on “Recycling Guidelines” at the bottom of the list.  One medium-sized inn on San Juan Island saves an average of 35% in solid waste costs by recycling.
Here are a couple of links to purchase recycling cans: http://www.rapidsupplies.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWCATS&Category=52097 and
http://www.mypencil.com/mall/page178WasteRecycling.asp
2) Display signs in rooms which encourage guests to utilize less water and energy by taking shorter showers, turning off lights, reusing towels, and having sheets changed once a week or not at all during shorter stays.  (We are considering producing such signage for our members free of charge if there is a need; please let me know if you would utilize it.) 

3) Consider becoming a “green hotel/accommodation” by investigating this website: http://www.greenhotels.com.  Inn at Ship Bay and Turtleback Farm Inn, both on Orcas Island, are members.

4) Host “green” meetings and weddings; see tips below.

Restaurant Tips:

1) Utilize recyclable containers as “doggie bags” http://dgs.greenhome.com/products/institutional_sales/food_service/
Here are a couple of websites re: green restaurants:
http://www.dinegreen.com/
http://www.greenbiz.ca.gov/BGrestaurants.html
Here’s an interesting article re: “The Greening of the Restaurant Industry” from 2002.

http://www.restaurant.org/rusa/magArticle.cfm?ArticleID=414
Retailer Tips:

1) Utilize recyclable bags for customer purchases, if possible.  The debate continues as to which is better (does less harm) to the environment -- paper or plastic bags.  The local food banks may be interested in recycling grocery bags, particularly paper bags with handles. 
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http://www.epa.gov/region1/communities/shopbags.html
http://www.greenfeet.net/newsletter/debate.shtml
http://www.reusablebags.com/facts.php?id=7
“Green” Meetings Tips:

Here are tips on holding green meetings:

http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/greenmeetings/
http://www.nrc-recycle.org/resources/library/nrcgreenmtgsguide.pdf
“Green” Weddings Tips:

Here are tips on hosting green weddings:

http://www.organicweddings.com/
http://www.grist.org/advice/possessions/2003/05/08/
http://www.ecolivingcenter.com/greenweddings/articles/planning_a_green_wedding.html
http://www.ecobusinesslinks.com/alternative_green_weddings.htm
“Leave Only Footprints”

For a supply of our new “Leave Only Footprints” brochures, please call us at 378-9551 x1.  Topics covered include: conserving water, conserving energy, recycling, our Marine Stewardship Area, hiking & beachcombing, whale watching, pets, wildlife watching, stranded & injured animals, boating, and fishing & crabbing.
Happy Earth Day -- 365 days a year!  Let’s continue to keep tourism “green” in the San Juan Islands!
This message was brought to you by the San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau in partnership with San Juan County Public Works Solid Waste Division, with special thanks to Helen Venada.

